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October 2022 

 

Hello everyone 

 

The UK Health Security Agency (which has replaced Public Health England) has sent out 

information in response to an increase in cases of Chickenpox and Scarlet Fever. 

 

“Chickenpox and Scarlet Fever are two routine childhood infections which are currently 

seeing some resurgence; both are considered to be common, mild and generally of low 

public health risk.  Schools and Early Years settings should report two or more cases of 

Scarlet Fever to the UKHSA’s South West Health Protection Team so that appropriate 

support can be provided including advising parents to take children to their GP for 

antibiotic treatment for Scarlet Fever. 

 

However, co-infection of both Chickenpox and Scarlet Fever carries an increased risk of 

complications due to invasive infection and requires more proactive management to prevent 

or mitigate the risk of severe disease.”  

 

We would therefore appreciate it if parents could advise us as soon as possible of any 

cases of Chickenpox and/or Scarlet Fever, or if any playgroup children are admitted to 

hospital due to complications of contracting both of the above at the same time.   

 

Information about both infections including treatment is given on page 2 of this letter. 

 

Regards 

Nicola Wood, Manager. 
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